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Social networks and their impact on social values in the United Arab
Emirates

Major / Muhammad Ali Al-Nagbi

Abstract :

The aim of the study was to measure the impact of social media networks
on societal values in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). To achieve this objective, a
questionnaire was used as a data collection tool, and a social survey method was
employed within the study's community. A simple random sample of 50 individuals
was selected from the employees of the Social Support Center and the Department
of Social Care in the Emirate of Sharjah. The study found several results, including
that social media networks contribute to learning unethical behaviors and the spread
of extremist ideas that affect societal values. They also decrease individuals' interest
in their cultural heritage, reduce participation in community activities, promote
social isolation, and diminish the value of social relationships within the
community. On the positive side, these networks were found to enhance
communication with others, reinforce authentic societal values, spread traditional
customs and traditions among others, and increase individual contribution to social
events and occasions. The study also found statistically significant effects (at a
significance level of a < 0.05) of social media networks on societal values across
their dimensions (customs and traditions, societal culture, social bonds)

Keywords: Social media networks, societal values, customs and traditions,
societal culture, social bonds.
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